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Meeting Minutes


Date:  1/27/12             
Meeting Called To Order:  7:04  p.m.  
Opened with Honoring of the Colors, followed by a Prayer.  Vice Directors placed the POW/MIA colors in the empty chair.  Riders said the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the preamble of the Constitution.
Attendance:  Officers Present:

Jason Bennett, Director


Gary Schacher, V.Director District 3 & 4


Paul Russo, V.Director District 5 & 6


Pauline Fletcher, V.Director District 7 & 8


Margaret (Maggie) More, Secretary


Leonard (Lenny) Misczuk, Road Captain / Information Officer


Pastor Ken Fallon, Chaplain

76 Members present – attendance record filed with hard copy minutes.
Last Meeting Minutes Read:  There were NO minutes to be read from the July 15, 2011 meeting held in Binghamton, NY.  Jason Bennett stated it had been brought to his attention earlier in the afternoon that “notes” from the July 2011 meeting were available and they would be typed up and uploaded to the web to replace those that were lost. 
Guests:  

John Colandrea (ASMI) – Instructor with Accident Scene Management Inc.  He informed the group about safety tips, riding during nice weather in the winter (watch the salt and sand on the roads), checking your motorcycle out, tire pressure etc.   He also stated that training classes are available for group training and that the training would offer knowledge in knowing how to manage an accident.  He said they actually do scenarios for this type of training.  He opened the floor for a Q & A and Jason Bennett presented John with a certificate of appreciation for his time.

www.accidentscene.org/instructors.htm

www.hvcc.edu/rider
CAMSTraining@nycap.rr.com

Jim Couche(sp) talked of the Legacy Ride and praised the good the Riders do.  He thanked us for all the hard work we do throughout the year and that in six years time we have raised more than $2.6 million for the Legacy Scholarship Fund.  


Billy Ray Johnson also paid the Riders a visit and talked in depth of the National Legacy Scholarship Ride (August 21 – 23, 2012) beginning in Wheatfield (Post 1451).  It is an 850 mile run lasting for three days beginning in Buffalo/Niagara Falls, NY and going through Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan and ending in Indianapolis, In.  (Phase I).

The American Legion Riders Expo (August 23 – 25, 2012) offers social events, range and classroom training, Rider program development courses etc.  (Phase II).


The American Legion Riders will lead the National Convention Parade (August 26, 2012) (Phase III).

**Note – A more detailed outline of Mr. Johnson’s topic are also available online.  Please see NOTES FOR NEW YORK RIDERS**  www.legion.org/riders
Committee Reports:

Leonard Misczuk – Road Captain / Information Officer:  Legacy Rendezvous Ride / Munnsville, NY (July 13 – 15, 2012). Friday, July 13th, there will be a Meet & Greet, a sign in sheet, 50 / 50’s at the Post and snacks available at the bar.  Gary Dubach will generate a list of motels and restaurants in the area, with primitive camping at the Post available.  Saturday, July 14th, there will be rides with registration fees, auctions, 50 /50’s, entertainment and a cover charge meal available.  Sunday, July 15th, cover charge breakfast will be available with possibly more 50 / 50’s, a Memorial Type Service and departure.  
Chapters wishing to donate items for the Rendezvous weekend silent auction are greatly appreciated.
Any chapter wishing to donate other than that which is to be collected the weekend of July 13 – 15, 2012, or for Chapters not able to attend, please consider a donation toward the Legacy Rendezvous to be forwarded to Fang Wan in August at the National Legacy Run.

Gary Schacher – V.Director District 3 & 4:  Contact info needed for Chapters in district 3 & 4 in order to share events with other Chapters.


Paul Russo – V.Director District 5 & 6:  Paul talked about upcoming events for 2012.




Norwich Ride in May




Black River Ride in June



Paul also displayed a “uniform” of attire to be more standardized together that their Chapter in Norwich has adopted.  This is a basic shirt with pins and patches.


Pauline Fletcher – V.Director District 7 & 8:  Pauline spoke of the number of Chapters with District 7 & 8 and of the activity these Chapters did during the 2010 – 2011 season.  Most of the benefits were for Homeless Veterans, Veterans in nursing homes, active duty Veterans, Wounded Warriors, Blue Star Mothers, etc.  Pauline also commented on an article in May 2010 American Legion Magazine, written by past National Commander Clarence E. Hill where National is doing a great job in promoting what the American Legion Riders are doing.  Pauline also mentioned the 2012 American Legion Riders Legacy Run.  
**Note – Pauline Fletcher’s report is available online.  Please see PAULINE FLETCHER V.DIRECTOR DISTRICT 7 & 8**


Hospitality Committee:  Vicki Wiley, Committee Chair, provided location of hospitality room as well as information concerning donations toward the hospitality room costs.  

Old / New Business:
Jason Bennett, Director, provided the following information on the State Web Site:

Web Site:  www.ny.legion.org

Available on the web site – NYSALRMA Officers, State By-laws, Resolutions, Chapters, Rides & Events (Email your events to your Vice Director to have them placed on the web site), Forms (Riders Consolidated Report and Chapter ALR Information Form or OCF – to provide to Post and State ALR, Chapter ALR template / example of Constitution and By-laws)

Further Business:

Tim Yetter (Post 355) spoke of the Scholarship to Learn to Ride Program.  All submissions must be postmarked by March 17, 2012 to:



American Legion Post 355



2001 Himrod Rd



PO Box 362



Penn Yan, NY  14527



Attn:  Jeffrey Matthews, ALR Pres.


Direct questions to Jeffrey Matthews, Chairperson, at (315-536-9358) or alrpost355@gmail.com
For safety training classes visit the National Motorcycle Safety Foundations web site at www.msf-usa.org
**Note – Full description is available online.  Please see MOTORCYCLE SAFETY TRAINING COMPETITION**
Mr. Yetter also noted there were about three rooms left if anyone was interested with the group they had going to Rolling Thunder.  He also stated he was a member of PGR and that Fridays is a way to show our support until all are home from Afghanistan by wearing the color red.


Patricia Markes (Post 337) informed the group of the Honor Flight (April 28, 2012)


Tim O’Donnell (Post 259) shared of a visit by a Japenese fellow who had received a Medal of Honor from WWII a couple weeks prior to his visit at their Post in Oneonta.  

Drawing of the 50 / 50 raffle (Legacy Committee Raffle) – Winner was Philip Seybert $78.00.  Proceeds from this 50 / 50 raffle will aide in covering administrative costs for the State Legacy Rendezvous.
Meeting Adjourned:  8:20 p.m.
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