2011 BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
The American Legion – Department of New York Baseball Scholarship Committee met and after deliberation selected two young men to each receive a $500.00 scholarship and one young man to receive a $1,000.00 scholarship to pursue their education.

The following players Mr. Michael Gaglianese, who played for Charles H. Adrean, Post No. 625 from Utica, Oneida County and Mr. John Thompson, who played for Rose-Sheeley Post No. 1034 in Wallkill, Ulster County, each won a $500.00 scholarship.

Mr. Thomas DeBernardis who played for Utica Post 229, Utica, Oneida County was the recipient of the $1,000.00 scholarship.  His name was submitted to National Headquarters and he also won the NorthEast Regional Scholarship worth $1,000.00.  He then advanced to the National Finals and was named Captain of the All-Academic Team which earned him an additional $2,000.00 scholarship. Tom has been accepted to Cazenovia College to the All-College Honors Program.  He is planning to pitch for the Cazenovia College Wildcats Baseball Team.  Upon graduating in 2015 from college, he plans to attend the New House School of Communication at Syracuse University to complete a master’s program in communication studies and would like to obtain a full-time job at a reputable television station in a large city, with emphasis on sports journalism and broadcasting.

This is the third time in the last five years that the Department of New York’s applicant has won both the NorthEast Regional Scholarship and finally the National Finals Scholarship.

Thank you coaches for taking the time to submit your players for this opportunity, and to the Baseball Committee who once again picked a winner.  I want to congratulate the applicants for a job well done.
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